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"CIVIL DEVYENSE FOR SCHOOLS" 
( Duck and Cover) 


a 


For primary grades, and supplements 


use in secondary. 


by Ray J. Mauer 
Official Film: Federal Civil Defens e 3 i 
Administrbion, 


Written under supervision of 
NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOC TION 
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PICTURE 


First thinz we see is not the titles, 
but an animated cartoon of Bert, the 
‘Turtle, who walks slong in an upright 
position. Tollowinz him, and 2lso on 
two feet, 1s 2 skunk (who shall be 
nameless). The skunk is suspending 
a lighted firecracker over Bert's 


~ head by means of n fishpole. The 


firecracker is close enough to frishte 


en the turtle, but not hurt hin. 


raagae 


the warning, keeps right on walkin 


Suddenly, the firec’acker goes 

off, emitting a brilliant flash over 
the whole scene 

Turtle flops down on his belly 


Turtle pulls in head, feet and tail. 


In one quick motion, they all disappear 


- 4mto his shell. 


Closeup of the turtle, who doesn't hear 


SOUND 


MUSIC: Suitable to the mood, in rhythm 
with the steps of the animals. | 


NARNATOR(alyays offstage): Hey... 


Mister Turtle... Look out: 


NAR: Look out 


NAR: DUCK ees 


AND 


COVER! 
SOUND: Whistle, emphasizing the quick 
withdrawal of the members into the 


shell. 


NAR: This 1s Bert, the Turtle, friends. 


‘Superimpose first title over Bert: 
FDUCK AN COVER" 


‘ 
SUPERIMP SECOND TITLE: "OFFICIAL 
FILM: FEDERAL CIVIL DEFENSE ADMINIS- 
TRATION" 


SUPBRIMP T IRD TITLE, : "PRODUCED 
BY ARC'ER PRODUCTIONS, INC.” 
Next we see a Closeup front view 
of Bert, still all pulled into 
his shell. 


Through the dark aperture in the front 
of Bert's shéeil, two eyes «pear, 
shinins throuch the darkness inside. 
Eyes eitactute to right and back 
several times. He is shaking his 


head in s vehement"no", 


The eyes shake “no” egein, this 
time so violently the whole animal 


‘pooks. 


2. 


He's doins something each and every one 


of us must learn to does. 


DUCK AND COVERece 
Thet's what this film is all about. 


An official Civil Defense Filn, 


Produced by Archer Productions. 


- Rey, Berte..come on out and meet all 


these nice people! 


NAR: Please? 


Oh, all right. We realy can't blame you, 
(to audience) You see, friends, Bert is 
a very, very careful fellow. When there's 
danger, this 1s the way he keeps from 


being hurt. Sometimes, it even saves hi-~ 


ere S= 


Dissolve to Live action photography. 
A fourth grade classroom scene, with | 
Oldestyle desks. Pupils ape listening 
intently to teacher, who is about to 


have a "Duck and Cover" drill. 


Gloseup of the teacher. ‘he sives a 


Signa for the class to drop. 


The class covers faces end necks, drops 
under desks . Mold on covered-up 
children, 

Fs, 
DISS to stock footage of a building 
on fire, wi h no gruesome damage 


in evidence, 
CU of man ringing ex fire slarm box, 
Stock footage of firemen in sction. 


Policeman, stopping traffic at a 


crosswalk so children can cross 


life. 


Duck and cover will keep us from 
being badly hurt, too,.if en atom bomb 


ever explodes mgarxmsxx nearby. 


Thet's why these childrengx are practic: 
inj to duck and cover, just like you do 
in your class 

They all know the atom bomb is very 
danzserous. We must get ready for it, 
just as we heve gotten ready for many 
other dangers that sre around us all th: 


time. 


Fire 1s s danger. If someone is carelesi 


it can burn whole buildings. 


But we are ready for fires. ‘ie have 
harm boxes to call for help, 
end e fine fire department to put out 


the fire and keeo everybody sefe. 


Automobilest can be danserous, too. 
they sometimes cause bad accidents. But 


"Pade in on a somewhat ruri lande 


- seape, without people or animals. 


A brillient flash covers the landscape, 
all but fading it out, mssmesaat~ 
-tex After the flash, throw. 


the scene out of focus. 


we are ready. We have safety rules 
thet car drivers and people who uze 
walking must obey, 380 no one will 


be hurt. 


Everywhere we go, there sre dangers 
of some kind, ahd we must be ready 

for them, to keep from being hurt. 

Now we must be ready fob the great 
new danger of the Atom Bombe - 


First, you have to know what an atom 
bomb looks like, when it explodes, 
It looks like this: 


It 18 a big,bright flash, a great 
roaring explosion a hundred times 
brishter then anything else you have 


ever seen. 


If you were not ready, and did not 
whet to do, it could hurt you in 
different ways fas 

It could mock you down hard, or 
you egainst s tree or a well, It 1 
a big explosion 1t can smash in : 


bates. knock ‘signboarde on ° 


»suutoenxinyx 
ee windows smashed. But 
Deals grim destruction. 
D BER, lying prone and pulled But if you duck and cover, like Bert, 


 petris sails harmlessly ever his you won’ be knocked around » or 
hit by sticks or stones. 


¥ 


eae flash 
iS TO lave action photography. A The atom bomb could burn yousxjussx 
eter is applying lotion toa kakexextise-isieoxsunberay-onlyx worse 
small ‘child's sunburned beck. than a terrible sunburn, especially Br) 


g the places where 
+ sie your oléthes do not cover you. But if 
g _pIss back yo Bert. the bomb's heat you cover yourms@xfx bare skin, you can | 
7 
Rvere stop. short of his visual but keep from getting burned. 


= “paren everything else. 


GUT BACK TO THE animated urben scene, The atom bomb blows tiny pieces of dust 
oactive clouds" are billowing through the alr thot is conetines potac 
“from the aéivection of the flesh ous if a falls onto bare skin. 

JT "ACK TO CU Gf Bert, all covered | But if you duck and cover the right 
- "dust particles" bounce off his = way, you cen keep the poison dust. oft 
ha ae | | aE NS 
3 TO first grade whniendlias with . ; Row you, and I don't have have shell 
sz, end tables instead of desks, © crawl into, like Bert the turtles 


2, tencher emphasizes, in pento- 
, the need to cover face and 


est se : tightly. 


dolliies back, showing «that 
e onine has dyrppped under » table. 
y teacher indicates the table to 


} Chess, which os offscreen, 


F ‘piss TO one-room schoclhouse, showing 
pupils imtheir places,ih an sttitude 
by, of attention, Betty raises her hand, 
stands up to ask a question. 


st pan, or cut to teacher answering. 


piss to military personnel, manning 
‘en antieaireraft post, and wetching 


ie civil Defenseworkers, our 


6. 
First, you fall down flate., 


very tightly 
And £xeny you cover the back of your 
necks 


else your sking ig uncovered 


and your face, and wherever 


If there ls a table or bed nearby, you 
duck and cover underneath it. 


takking 
In Betty's school they are xessing=-x 


“Rexagx about setting ready for the 
atom bomb, too. Betty is asking her sm 
teacher,"Now can we tell when the atom 


bomb is going te explode?” 


And her téacher is explaining that 
there are two kinds of attack: with 


warning, and without any warnings 


F. 


‘We think thet most of the time we will } 


warned before the bomb explodes, so | 
there will be time for us to get into _ 
our homes, sheo@ls or some other sa: 


place. 


seilors will do Ein ded ig pees 3a 7 


BLUR PAN to 2 school playground, Chile 
fein of Various ages playing. 

Fhey hear the signal, and start toward 
‘the school building, 


ee eur TO school entrancefext) , with 
_ children entering ine businesslike. 


. % ; Manner. 


es: DISS TO tyo firls, seven and nine, ° 
Fi © playing on the lawn of their home. 
they hear the signal. 
age brogher comes hurrying home, 
bustles them into the house, 


cur TO A GIRL OF 12 , on a downtown 

_ street. She turns as she apparently 

hears the signal. Looking about, ‘eh 
“+ stion. 

i au" TO a policeman, directing the girl 

it Dud a Sign in the doorway, "SHELTERS 


‘hear the warning, go to the closest 


— orto wauns runs off in that 


7. 


When the signal comes, we must get 

to the nearest safe place right away. 

You might be playing in the sehool 

playground - When you hear the warnir 
straight into school, and do gust 

tee, thing xwaat you rat kane ganee practiced in 

the air raid drills, 


/ 


Always remember the atom bomb can 
explode any time of the day or night, 


- 


no matter what you are doing. 


’ out ; 
You migot be playing at home, when the: 


@ comes. Then be sure to get 


Their higheschool-into the house right awa$, where your 


parents have fixed a safe place for you 


tO GOs 


If you are mt close to home when you > 


friend's or neighbor's house. Bt, 


If you are not sure where to 
grown-up to help you. But someh | 
aes into a safe place before the om 


a by his orme,. 


‘ 


Q second monitor, who points to 


! u of the boy's face and neck, as pro-. 


oor with © slase pane, shakes 


8. 


Yes, if everything goes all right, we 
will hear a warning before the bomb sxx 
explodes. 


But sometimes...and this is very, very 
important...sometimes the bomb might 


explode without any yearning, 


Then the first thing ve would know 
about 1t would be the flash, séxéxux 
And that means DUCK AND COVER whenever 
you are. No time to look around or 
Waltess 

When ya see the flash, DUCK AND COVER. 


Here are some — showing what to 
do- if the flash Supednes when you are 
walking along in the sehool corridor, 


You duck and cover tight against the — 
wall this way. 


Remember to keep your fage axixamsk cov 
od tightiy, and the baek of your a 


oe 
ry to fell away from doore with las 
in thems ov windows. neh ot 


it 
* 


A- One of the ainitors demonstrat- 
how to duck and cover under a ta- 


menites 


objects, 


Bi 
" 


Wonitor pantonimes that the children 
~ shouldn! t eat any of the food. 


is a spring day. 
her, sexeffx walk out of frame. 


They leave 


oe a 
breaks and flies trough the air, 


= 


it won't cut you. , 


You might be in the euditorium, or even 
eating your lunch, when the flash cones 
Then you duck and cover under the f 
teble. Taeeeetad-kenpsxx Teenxif-x 

way soda comea-lsaaassese fek2n 


Then if the explosion makes any thing 
in the room fall ave it can't fall 
On yOuUe 5 
Don't eat any of the food thet has 

been left around and not covered ups 
some poison dust from the bomb might — 


have fallen on ite 


The atom bombs means we will all have 
take care of 
ae 


to be able to kwekp ourselves, 
The bomb might 


when there are mo growneups near wu 


growneups do, 


are aleays ready to tele care of tt em: 
solves. Here are on their ae to 
school, on a eau fad aura, 4 days Be 


pe antine: where wae = or | wea the y 


a building fromt, the 
Immediately the two 


MS Paul and Patty, lying still 


| QUT TO GU of Paul: he has covered the | 
yack of his neck woth a geogra: hy book. 


en a 
a 


z FULL SHOT of stees * She has thrown % 
e Der coat over her legs. 


fa pans elong the building to a 
yecessed doorway in the same building. 


. f conte doorway. A high sehoeoi nei 


DUGE AND COVERS 


10. 


beidt-+ tags j 
do if the atom bomb exploded right 


then. 


Tt is a bomb! 


Paul and Pattywon't be hurt; sé4erzex 
gesi-thiax they know how to take care 


of themselves. 


even 
Paul covered the baok of his head with 
so it wouldn't be 


his ogra book ,3¥x Dexter skamx 
Bo a Rory 


and Patty ,xss covered her bere legs 
with the coat she was carrying. | 


‘They will be all Tight, because they iH 


when thay saw the ‘las 
mxeDnyeB-Shayx0rw i “ss 


eS - 
, ‘ 


knew how to duc! 


nnene ne 


If they hed been nae: SAAS. SRO 
ER eles ie Wow Slaahady Fast 


DISS TO Sth grade wy riding his 
! along a residentis} street gt 
leisurely pate, It 16 winter, with 
3 snow on the gorund, but the boy 
wears a sheepskin coat, hat with ear 
- flspe and mittens. 


‘The bomb flashes. Tony Jumps off the 


‘bike, steers it away from himself, 


and covers 


4 \ aunt 


end nese ee hamuani 


wii. 


iil. 


be safe, too. But she should wear a 


het. It might keep her fxssytrombutag 


from getting burned. 


Here's ony, going to his cub scout 
meeting. It mist be very cold weather, . i 
with all those clothes he's wearing, 


' But Bony knows the atom bomb can be | 


exploded any time of the year, daytime 
or night time. Me is ready for ite 


/ 


DUCK AND covERS 


Atta boy, Tony. That flash means act 
fasti : 


Tony knows fat xz even a eth can help i 
you to to cover yourself upyeeraheoeie 
texea-neher-p2uee-ysishseesar-youxy ISx _ 
and notice how he keeps from moving, oF 
from getting up and running home, ed 
aid, ee then another bomb exploded, — re f 
he might be hurt by thet one, so he ae 
just waits, evan sang it is Basi 


nd -, 
' 
ine 
oS 
. a 
- = 
iy 
‘. saat f 
sare 4 
> { 
ff 
Y 
help 3 * 
Re 
5 


tor a 


Wt eA DAS os gM be Andy eitemenl ee, 


: 8 Tony on the shoulder for doing 
he right thing. Tony smiles ot him, 
Ike off towerd home. 


E. i “The bomb flashed 


ag Passengers duck down in their seats, 
_ covering exposed parts . 


is 
A 
‘ey 


7% DISS TO family on splenic. Mother and 

Fa childsen, of primary crade age, 
ic oe sitting on the ground, around 
the: Picnic spread. Father , in the 
—- 18 storing © chareoa) 

_ plenic Stoves 


a 


bomb flash occurs, 


to do ‘the right thing if | 


might have been 2 long time before 
some oné aid some, but fanyx it is best 
to walt end be safe, 


r 


hs at. tase bo. coe aoe 


school ‘dus, or in eny other bus, street 


eee 


car or cutomobile, 2amkxendxzeveryx 


-) 
. ae 


DUCK AND COVER. 


Nobody waits, or looks up at the flesh. 

Theat would hurt your eyes, and you might 
And 
evergbody make sure to get wey from “ 
windows. 


not be able to see for a while. 


Sundays, holidays, Vacation thmeee. . 
we must be resdy every » all the Ame 
e atom som! 


Cur TO the boy on the tractor. He 
“jew tehee off the ignition, then 
dives to the ground and covers 


Ups 


UT TO the boy on the rake. Se Jumps 
oft, rolls under a small pile of green 


Bs * 
388 TO previous scene, where the CD 


33 TO Tony, approaching his home. 


13. 


', But the most important thing of ell 


yourself 
is to fall down flaty end cover Up, 


peurxesazx especially where your 
clothes do mot cover you. 


No matter where we live, in the city 
or the country, we must be ready all 
$56 tine forthe atow bomb, | 


DUCK AND COVERS 


' > 
That's the first thing to do...duck and 
cover. The next important thing to any 


after thatg is to severed 
THE DANGER IS oven . 13, A 

up will come along to help you, like — 
the men helped Tony. Pi: 


But before he goes into his house, - 


takes off his hat and outer garments, Tony takes off 11 his outside elo 


them on the front lawn, goes ine 


just in case any peison dust from the b¢ 


bomb has stuck to them, This dust te 20 
fine you cannot even see it, — 


DISS BACK to first-grade elassroom, 
dis listening intently to teacher. 
4 cut to series of thm other 

som shote. | 


; 
a 
pAamarion: FAST DISS TO BERT. He telks 


to audience. 


E The flash occurs. Bert flops onto 


IN oS BERT. As we enproach him 
@ flops oper on his back(using one 
ot, which he hastily withdraws 

a | the maneuver is cdmpléted). — 

the stonech of Bert's shell, 


atom bomb 


| 14 
on him. M¢kexwtem;xhe-mazhtx If he didn’ 
get it all off, be might get what we cal 
vadiation sickness, _ 


Yes,, we must all get teady “now, so we 
mow how to save ourselves if the 
ever explodes nearby. If you 
do not know just what to do, ask your 
teacher when the film is over. Our 
parents and teecters will help us as 
they always do. But there might not be 
any grown-ups sround when tho bomb sxpks 


explodes» Then, you're on your oWDee. 


‘BERT: Remember what to do, friends, 


Now tell me, richt out loud. whut're 
you supposed to do when you see the 


Plash? 


